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TRANSPOSE is a co-funded European project that aims to the harmonization of the
donors’ selection and protection policies while keeping an adequate health and safety
protection of the recipient.
Newsletters will be periodically issued to keep the project Consortium and the
professionals, and the general public updated on the state-of-the-art of the project.
The next general TRANSPOSE meeting will take place on September 25th and 26th in
Amsterdam. On September 25th we will have a workshop on the TRANSPOSE Educational
Programme based on all the hard work TRANSPOSE members have all put in during the
project.
In the evening of the 25th we will have a special evening programme for everyone and
then on the 26th there will be our final Meeting full of reflections, next steps, lessons and
so on.

We wish everybody spent HAPPY HOLIDAYS

WP1 – Coordination of the project
Sanquin – The Netherlands

The main goals of WP1 are to monitor the objectives, milestones, deliverables, logistics
and time-frame of the TRANSPOSE Project and to coordinate every aspect of it, keeping
track of the advancement status of all other WPs and helping them to meet the deadlines.
WP1 recently organised a meeting in Amsterdam – held on April 3rd – focusing on WP5,
WP6 and commencing work on WP7. We went through each Risk Assessment carried
out for Blood risks and reviewed the recommendations made in preparation for the
creation of the Donor Selection and Protection Guidelines. Additionally, we evaluated and
commented on the first draft of the DHQ prepared by WP6 and discussed how we wish
to proceed with WP7 and the teaching of the Donor Selection & Protection Guidelines,
Guiding Principles, and the DHQ.
In the last months, WP1 has been working very closely with WP5 in writing the General
Principles as well as developing a survey, which will be used to assess the current
suitability criteria in order to propose a new DHQ with WP6. Additionally, WP1 has been
helping WP7 with their preparations and will be focusing the coming month(s) on the
Project Periodic Report.

WP2 – Dissemination of the Project
CNS – Italy

The WP2 has to manage all the communication and dissemination activities, including
the outputs, related to TRANSPOSE.
After the second Newsletter – Christmas Edition – WP2 worked with WP1 and WP7 for
the Educational session, studying the best solution to host e-learning contents on the
Transpose website. During the Amsterdam meeting a few weeks ago, WP3 recommended
to increase communication among WP leaders and members and to increase the
website use for internal and external communication, also to keep transpose participants
informed about the ongoing interactions between WP leaders and the EU, Council of
Europe or EDQM. A troubleshooting section was proposed and accepted.
WP6 DHQ draft and WP3 second survey are now available on the private area of the
website and a topic was opened in the WP7 forum section to discuss and start working
on the deliverables.
WP2 invitation to print the TRANSPOSE presentation leaflets during symposiums and
conferences had its first results: they were hosted during two symposiums in Rome
(March 28th and April 10th), during a marketing workshop organized by Michel Clement
in Hamburg (March 26th and 27th) and 550 leaflets of the Transpose project were
distributed to the participants of the 11th National Congress of the Hellenic Society of
Blood Transfusion, member of ISBT (Athens 5-7 of April).
Marian van Kraji was one of our speakers in the conference “Blood Donor Health and
Safety” held in Rome on March 28th and we were, as well as our Italian and international
colleagues, very happy to listen to her speaking about Transpose project. Thank you,
Marian!
@everybody: Please, don’t forget to inform us about the events you host in your country,
in order to disseminate Transpose leaflet!

WP3 – Evaluation of Transpose
EFS – France

The WP3 has to carry out a full evaluation of the project, examining daily activities, project
results, meeting reports and all relevant data about Transpose.
At the end of January, WP3 sent a report with the results of the internal evaluation, carried
out from September to November 2018. The 22 respondents felt that TRANSPOSE will
significantly improve the level of knowledge in the field of SOHO donors’ selection and
protection and that staff resources of TRANSPOSE are adequate. The results of the survey
show that the extent to which the project partners could use their skills in developing this
project is sufficient and agreed that cooperation with project leaders and with other WP
leaders/members is sufficient, as well as the exchange of information between project
participants. A large majority is optimistic about the future of this project and agree that
the project will produce robust deliverables. As part of WP3 tasks, deliverables available
as of mid-March 2019 were reviewed.
Specific comments regarding deliverables of WP 4, 5 and 6 were forwarded to the project
Coordinator. Regarding WP2, the website has significantly improved in comparison to the
initial version assessed earlier, although not yet a significant tool used by the different WPs.
Overall, the general assessment is that things are moving forward adequately and per
schedule, not always so easily, in part due to limited availability of TRANSPOSE members
and difficulties to maintain an active participation with a large number of members as
well as the wide diversity of needed expertise.

The reviewed reports overall fulfil the assigned TRANSPOSE objectives with a level of details
and documentation (evidence) which occasionally may be improved subsequently. One
issue, probably quite critical, is to ensure sufficient robustness of the risk assessments
leading to the recommendations for donor selection and management.
Recommendations
Verify adequate resource allocation for SOHOs other than blood
Increase communication between project members (in particular between WP
leaders and WP members) on the following matters:
• Progress in each WP, with a focus on methods as well as on results
• Difficulties encountered, if any
• Short- and mid-term work plan
Increase the use of the Transpose website for internal and external information
If financially feasible, consider increasing the frequency of face to face meetings
(WP sub-meetings meetings as well a “general” meetings
Keep Transpose members informed of the ongoing interactions between
Transpose leaders and the EU as well as the Council of Europe/EDQM
A new survey (Part 1 and Part 2) is ready to be filled on the private section of the website
and the deadline for the responses is fixed for May 20th.

WP4 – Inventory of Donor Selection
and Protection Practices
UCAM – United Kingdom

Since the last newsletter, WP4 has completed its tasks. The WP4 has drawn up an inventory
of all current practices in donor selection and protection and then gather knowledge
and expert opinions about benefits and pitfalls of specific practices.
In 2017-2018, the WP4 team completed the practices recollection on different substances
of human origins (SoHO’s): plasma, stem cells, blood, tissues and Assisted Reproductive
Technology (ART).
WP4 then created questionnaires for any SoHO’s sub-groups and sent them out
for feedback to a group of experts. This information has been put in a database and
thoroughly discussed along with WP5 and WP6 members in September 2018. They have
since completed writing their report of the inventory they put together.
This report has been refined and will soon be submitted as a scientific article. In addition,
the results of this WP will be presented at the next ISBT Conference in Basel, 22-26 June
2019.

WP5 – Development of Donor
Selection and Protection Guidelines
Region H – Denmark

WP5 has to identify current donor and recipient risks for blood, tissue and cells and then
to produce guidelines for donor selection criteria.
Since the meeting in Copenhagen in September 2018, WP5 members have made risk
assessments of current donor eligibility criteria as well as proposed new ones, identified
as part of the first WP5 deliverables (described in the first newsletter). The results are now
being comprised into a scientific paper and a report.
Based on this work, the first draft of new guiding principles and guidelines for donor
selection was commenced in the early spring 2019. The first draft of guidelines for the
selection of donors of whole blood was discussed in a workshop in Amsterdam together
with represents from WP3, WP5, WP6 and WP7. Subgroups working with plasma and
cells and ART will meet in May to finalize their first draft. The results will be discussed in
a teleconference at the end of May in order to complete the work on time by the end of
June.
Alongside this work, WP5 has had two abstracts accepted for the 29th regional congress
of the International Society for Blood Transfusion (ISBT) in Basel in June 2019:
1.

“A comparison between directive 2004/33/EC and an evaluation by experts in the
TRANSPOSE project identifies incongruence in whole blood donor selection criteria”
and
2. “Large differences in the reporting of adverse reactions in blood and plasma donation
within the European Union – results from the TRANSPOSE project”.

WP6 – Development of a Standard
Donor Health Questionnaire
UHAM – Germany

WP6 has to create a basic standardized Donor Health Questionnaire (DHQ) and modules
that could create a new standard donor selection procedure in all EU.
The first draft of the questionnaire was completed in February. This draft was discussed
intensively at the meeting in Amsterdam, which was held at the beginning of April. So far,
the questionnaire consists of three parts: First donors, Repeated donors and Deceased
donors and all SoHo’s (blood, ART, tissues, plasma, stem cells) are included.
In the next step, the comments and suggestions from the members of the work package
are integrated so that a revised version of the questionnaire can be sent out for further
discussion. In addition, several surveys will be carried out to validate the questionnaire in
order to submit a validated version by the end of June.

WP7 - Training course/workshop on
the use of the guiding principles,
Guidelines and the DHQ
EFS – France (to be substituted by Sanquin and CNS)

WP7 has to develop a training programme for the proper use of the guidelines and the
donor health questionnaire.
During the Amsterdam meeting, WP1 communicated that our colleague Sylvie Gross is
going to retire in June (congratulations!). For this reason, Sanquin and CNS are going to
take charge of the WP7 leadership. A first educational plan – still in draft – was made by
EFS and is now being revised and comments on the forum are open.
WP4, 5 and 6 leaders were asked to pinpoint the main topics that will have to be discussed
and developed in the educational sessions and WP2, together with all the members of
WP7, will look for the best tools to adapt the contents for the Moodle platform.
A teleconference has been planned and a face-to-face meeting is being organized for
further discussions.
The first educational session will take place during the final meeting in Amsterdam,
September 25th.
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